Cutaneous melanoma in African-Americans.
Although cutaneous melanoma is rare in African-Americans, it continues to have a poor prognosis. We reviewed our experience with 13 African-American patients who had cutaneous melanoma diagnosed between 1969 and 1990. Eight of these 13 lesions were on the foot. These lesions were seen at a late stage, and 50% of them were more than 3 mm in thickness. Nine of these 13 patients had recurrent disease. This series of patients had a 92% 1-year and a 61% actuarial 5-year survival, with a median follow-up of 45 months. This study emphasizes the need for awareness of the occurrence of this disease in the African-American population in an effort to reduce the mortality from cutaneous melanoma.